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Preface

The .Governments .of .Canada .and .the .Un�ted .States .are .comm�tted .to .prov�d�ng .publ�c .access .to .env�ronmental .�nformat�on .about .
the .Great .Lakes .bas�n .ecosystem . through . the .State .of . the .Great .Lakes . report�ng .process . .Th�s .comm�tment . �s . �ntegral . to . the .
m�ss�on .to .protect .ecosystem .health . .To .part�c�pate .effect�vely .�n .manag�ng .r�sks .to .ecosystem .health, .all .Great .Lakes .stakeholders .
(e .g ., . federal, . prov�nc�al, . state . and . local . governments; . non-governmental . organ�zat�ons; . �ndustry; . academ�a; . pr�vate . c�t�zens; .
Tr�bes .and .F�rst .Nat�ons) .should .have .access .to .accurate .�nformat�on .of .appropr�ate .qual�ty .and .deta�l .

The .�nformat�on .�n .th�s .report, .State of the Great Lakes 2007, .has .been .assembled .from .var�ous .sources .w�th .the .part�c�pat�on .
of .many .people .throughout .the .Great .Lakes .bas�n . .The .data .are .based .on .�nd�cator .reports .and .presentat�ons .from .the .State .of .the .
Lakes .Ecosystem .Conference .(SOLEC), .held .�n .M�lwaukee, .W�scons�n, .November .1-3, .2006 . .

SOLEC .and .the .subsequent .reports .prov�de .�ndependent, .sc�ence-based .report�ng .on .the .state .of .the .health .of .the .Great .Lakes .
bas�n .ecosystem . .Four .object�ves .for .the .SOLEC .process .�nclude:

To .assess .the .state .of .the .Great .Lakes .ecosystem .based .on .accepted .�nd�cators
To .strengthen .dec�s�on-mak�ng .and .env�ronmental .management .concern�ng .the .Great .Lakes
To .�nform .local .dec�s�on .makers .of .Great .Lakes .env�ronmental .�ssues
To .prov�de .a .forum .for .commun�cat�on .and .network�ng .amongst .all .the .Great .Lakes .stakeholders

The .role .of .SOLEC .�s .to .prov�de .clear, .comp�led .�nformat�on .to .the .Great .Lakes .commun�ty .to .enable .env�ronmental .managers .
to .make .better .dec�s�ons . .Although .SOLEC .�s .pr�mar�ly .a .report�ng .venue .rather . than .a .management .program, .many .SOLEC .
part�c�pants .are .�nvolved .�n .dec�s�on-mak�ng .processes .throughout .the .Great .Lakes .bas�n .

The .current .�nformat�on .about .Great .Lakes .ecosystem .and .human .health .�s .presented .�n .several .levels .of .deta�l, .�n .both .pr�nt .and .
electron�c .formats .

State of the Great Lakes 2007 . .Th�s .techn�cal .report .conta�ns .the .full .�nd�cator .reports .as .prepared .by .the .pr�mary .authors, .the .
�nd�cator .category .assessments, .and .management .challenges . .It .also .conta�ns .deta�led .references .to .data .sources .

State of the Great Lakes 2007 Highlights . .Th�s .report .h�ghl�ghts .key .�nformat�on .presented .�n .the .ma�n .report .

State of the Great Lakes Summary Series . .These .summar�es .prov�de .�nformat�on .about .a .var�ety .of .�nd�cators .and .�ssues .such .as: .
the quality of drinking water, swimming at the beaches, eating Great Lakes fish, air quality, aquatic invasive species, amphibians, 
b�rds, .forests, .coastal .wetlands, .the .Great .Lakes .food .web .and .spec�al .places .such .as .�slands, .alvars .and .cobble .beaches . .In .add�t�on .
there .�s .a .summary .for .each .of .the .Great .Lakes, .plus .the .St . .Cla�r-Detro�t .R�ver .ecosystem .and .the .St . .Lawrence .R�ver .

For .more .�nformat�on .about .Great .Lakes .�nd�cators .and .the .State .of .the .Lakes .Ecosystem .Conference, .v�s�t: .www .b�nat�onal .net . .
or . .www .epa .gov/glnpo/solec . .or . .www .on .ec .gc .ca/greatlakes .

•
•
•
•

http://www.binational.net
http://www.epa.gov/glnpo/solec
http://www.on.ec.gc.ca/greatlakes
SOGL2007_TOC_preface.pdf
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